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learned, and full of the unction which warms the heart and stimulates the
mind, were mainly on the doctrines and practices assailed by the innovators.
The general effect of his pastoral zeal in this direction was to bring very
many lax Catholics to a life of repentance, and a no less number of
Protestants to the fold of the Church. Though wisely much opposed to
those public disputations on religion which were so long but erroneously
regarded as admirable methods of defending and promulgating the Faith,
he was chosen as the Catholic representative at the " Conferences " between
Catholics and Protestants at Worms and other places. The most valuable
result of these discussions was to demonstrate yet again the never-ending
confusion of the new heresies, and the solid and undistrubed unity of
the doctrine of the Ancient Church.
Just as when the might of the coalesced powers was driving back the
French armies, 1812-14, it was necessary for Napoleon to fly from place
to place to take personal command so as to secure victory for his receding
legions and stem the tide of defeat, so in the great struggle for the tradi-
tional Faith of Europe, 1552-90, the presence of the Apostle of Germany
seemed essential to win back vast tracts of Central Europe to the Church.
By his own individual influence with many of the still wavering princes
and magnates, by the enormous correspondence which he carried on with
nobles, scholars, religious and even private persons, and still more by the
scholarly devoted priests and solidly informed and staunch laymen educated
in the Universities, Seminaries and Colleges, improved or founded by
his care, St Peter Canisius made it possible for Macaulay to declare when
writing nearly three centuries later that " a hundred years after the separa-
tion [from Rome] Protestantism could scarcely maintain itself on the
shores of the Baltic."1 More than half of the holy Roman Empire had
been either preserved or reclaimed. As an expert on religious affairs in
Germany, Fr. Canisius was of great assistance to the Council of Trent in
more ways than one. He advised the concession of the Chalice to the
laity in certain regions of the Empire owing to the long-rooted dissensions
over Communion under " both kinds/' and the practice was permitted by
Pope Paul IV. The inconveniences arising from the grant of the Chalice,
joined to the fact that the true doctrine of Our Lord's presence " under
either kind alone " was well known to all Catholics of any education, soon
however, led to the " privilege " being abandoned by the laity, and it was
formally withdrawn by Pius V. Fr. Canisius also urged the confirming of
the Religious Peace of Augsburg which assured tranquillity to the country
for half a century.
One of the greatest of the labours associated with this indefatigable
apostle is the foundation of the Jesuit College at Freiburg, Switzerland, in
*" Essay on Von Ranke."